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Survey Instructions 

This ranking process aids WDNR in determining priorities for the next three years. Thank you for taking the time to provide input on the proposed 
topics. Descriptions of the topics to be ranked can be found in the 'TSR Topic Descriptions for Ranking 2014' document. 
 
Supervisors should work with appropriate staff to complete applicable portions of the ranking survey. Please only submit one survey per group. A 
print version of this survey is available if you would like to work on this survey as a group and then have one person fill in the answers on survey 
monkey. 
 
Rank only those topics that you or your staff are familiar enough with to fill in most parts of the questions. If you are unsure on how to answer a 
question, leave the box blank. For each topic follow the instructions on each page to complete your rankings. 
 
To help facilitate the ranking process the topics have been sorted into general categories. Each ranking page of the survey covers one of the 
general categories and the descriptions of the topics in the supplemental material are also sorted this way. The one exception is the last survey 
question where we ask for a top 5 topic selection.  
 
There are 27 topics to be ranked that have been sorted into the following categories: 
• Algal Water Quality Criteria and/or Guidance Development 
• Use Designation 
• Procedure, Guidance Development or Revision 
• Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) 
• Water Quality Criteria Revision 
• Water Quality Criteria Development 
 
Survey answers are editable after you have moved to the next page. If the survey is filled out on one computer then you are able to leave and 
reenter the survey with your answers intact.  
 
If you have any questions about this process or the survey, please contact Ashley Beranek at (608) 267­9603 or Ashley.Beranek@Wisconsin.gov. 

A copy of the topic descriptions document can be found here: TSR Topic Descriptions for Ranking 2014. A printable copy of this survey can be 
found here: TSR Survey Printable Copy.  

1. Please identify group or person completing this survey:
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Triennial Standards Review ­ WDNR Internal Ranking
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Use of Survey Results 

Once input is received from internal staff and the public the topics will be put into prioritization groups listed below. Some topics submitted for the 
2015 – 2017 Triennial Standards review were determined to already be in process, would be worked on, or had barriers to progress (listed below). 
Those topics will not be ranked. The topic rankings done in this survey will determine if the remaining topics are put in Groups C, D, or E. 
 
Group A: Standards/guidance with revisions/development currently in process 
1. Biological Criteria ­ Development 
2. Effluent Limit Calculations Guidance and Rules ­ Revision 
3. Phosphorus Site­Specific Criteria (SSC) Guidance and Rules ­ Development 
4. Total Maximum Daily Load Process for Development ­ Revision 
5. Use Designations ­ Revision 
6. Phosphorus Near Shore or Whole Lake Models for Great Lakes Development & Implementation ­ Development 
7. Aquatic Macrophyte Biotic Index for Lakes ­ Development 
8. Mixing Zone Policy ­ Revision 
9. Phosphorus Implementation Guidance ­ Revision 
10. Adaptive Management/WQ Trading Implementation Guidance Nonpoint Sources ­ Development 
 
Group B: Standards/guidance WDNR is already committed to working on during upcoming cycle 
1. Total Maximum Daily Load Implementation Planning Guidance ­ Development 
2. Variance Determination Procedure – Revision 
 
Group C: Standards/guidance that are a priority for upcoming cycle 
 
Group D: Standards/guidance that should be revised but are not a priority for upcoming cycle 
 
Group E: Standards/guidance where barriers to development currently exist 
1. Outstanding & Exceptional Resource Waters List ­ Revision 
2. Variance Waters List ­ Revision 
3. Cooling Water Intake Structure Best Technology Available Standards – Development 

Survey Page 2 of 9 

 
TSR ­ WDNR Internal Ranking

 



Page 3

Surface Water Quality Triennial Standards Review 2015-2017 - InternalSurface Water Quality Triennial Standards Review 2015-2017 - InternalSurface Water Quality Triennial Standards Review 2015-2017 - InternalSurface Water Quality Triennial Standards Review 2015-2017 - Internal

Algal Water Quality Criteria and/or Guidance Development topics 

Please fill in information for ECOLOGICAL RELEVANCE and CRITICAL FACTORS categories to the best of your knowledge. Enter comments in 
the available area after each question if you need to clarify or add to your answers. 
 
If you feel that you or your staff cannot rank these topics feel free to move on to the next set of topics on the next page. 

1. ECOLOGICAL RELEVANCE 
How much of an impact will addressing each topic have on the categories below?

2. CRITICAL FACTORS 
While many topics may be ecologically relevant, some may be more time sensitive than 
others. For each topic, indicate whether the topic is an urgent or immediate need. 
 

3. EXTERNAL INFLUENCES categories, FEASIBILITY categories, and TIME FRAME were 
pre­populated by staff familiar with the topics. Rankings given are shown in the chart 
below. If you disagree with a ranking in these categories or have additional information 
please indicate this in the comments section provided below.

 

 
TSR ­ WDNR Internal Ranking

Fish & aquatic life and 
habitat

Recreational Uses Public Health & Welfare

Cyanobacterial Toxin and Cell Density Water Quality 
Criteria and/or Guidance

6 6 6

Nearshore Great Lakes Area Algae Standard, Including 
Cladophora

6 6 6

Immediate Health Issue/Emergency Urgent Impacts to wildlife/fisheries/habitat

Cyanobacterial Toxin and Cell Density Water Quality 
Criteria and/or Guidance

6 6

Nearshore Great Lakes Area Algae Standard, Including 
Cladophora

6 6

55

66

Comments 

55

66

Comments 

55

66
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Algal Water Quality Criteria and/or Guidance Development topics 
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Use Designation topics 

Please fill in information for ECOLOGICAL RELEVANCE and CRITICAL FACTORS categories to the best of your knowledge. Enter comments in 
the available area after each question if you need to clarify or add to your answers. 
 
If you feel that you or your staff cannot rank these topics feel free to move on to the next set of topics on the next page. 

1. ECOLOGICAL RELEVANCE 
How much of an impact will addressing each topic have on the categories below?

2. CRITICAL FACTORS 
While many topics may be ecologically relevant, some may be more time sensitive than 
others. For each topic, indicate whether the topic is an urgent or immediate need. 
 

3. EXTERNAL INFLUENCES categories, FEASIBILITY categories, and TIME FRAME were 
pre­populated by staff familiar with the topics. Rankings given are shown in the chart 
below. If you disagree with a ranking in these categories or have additional information 
please indicate this in the comments section provided below. 

 

 
TSR ­ WDNR Internal Ranking

Fish & aquatic life and 
habitat

Recreational Uses Public Health & Welfare

Public Health Designated Uses and Water Quality 
Criteria Revision

6 6 6

Wild Rice Designated Use Development 6 6 6

Immediate Health Issue/Emergency Urgent Impacts to wildlife/fisheries/habitat

Public Health Designated Uses and Water Quality 
Criteria Revision

6 6

Wild Rice Designated Use Development 6 6

55

66

Comments 

55

66

Comments 

55

66
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Use Designation topics 
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Procedure or Guidance for Development or Revision topics 

Please fill in information for ECOLOGICAL RELEVANCE and CRITICAL FACTORS categories to the best of your knowledge. Enter comments in 
the available area after each question if you need to clarify or add to your answers. 
 
If you feel that you or your staff cannot rank these topics feel free to move on to the next set of topics on the next page. 

1. ECOLOGICAL RELEVANCE 
How much of an impact will addressing each topic have on the categories below?

2. CRITICAL FACTORS 
While many topics may be ecologically relevant, some may be more time sensitive than 
others. For each topic, indicate whether the topic is an urgent or immediate need. 
 

 
TSR ­ WDNR Internal Ranking

Fish & aquatic life and 
habitat

Recreational Uses Public Health & Welfare

Antidegradation Procedures Revision 6 6 6

Industrial Stormwater Performance Standards 
Development

6 6 6

Watershed Permitting Development & Implementation 
Guidance

6 6 6

Immediate Health Issue/Emergency Urgent Impacts to wildlife/fisheries/habitat

Antidegradation Procedures Revision 6 6

Industrial Stormwater Performance Standards 
Development

6 6

Watershed Permitting Development & Implementation 
Guidance

6 6

Comments 

55

66

Comments 

55

66
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3. EXTERNAL INFLUENCES categories, FEASIBILITY categories, and TIME FRAME were pre-populated by staff familiar with 
the topics. Rankings given are shown in the chart below. If you disagree with a ranking in these categories or have 
additional information please indicate this in the comments section provided below. 

Procedure or Guidance for Development or Revision topics 
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Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) topics 

Please fill in information for ECOLOGICAL RELEVANCE and CRITICAL FACTORS categories to the best of your knowledge. Enter comments in 
the available area after each question if you need to clarify or add to your answers. 
 
If you feel that you or your staff cannot rank these topics feel free to move on to the next set of topics on the next page. 

1. ECOLOGICAL RELEVANCE 
How much of an impact will addressing each topic have on the categories below?

2. CRITICAL FACTORS 
While many topics may be ecologically relevant, some may be more time sensitive than 
others. For each topic, indicate whether the topic is an urgent or immediate need. 
 

3. EXTERNAL INFLUENCES categories, FEASIBILITY categories, and TIME FRAME were 
pre­populated by staff familiar with the topics. Rankings given are shown in the chart 
below. If you disagree with a ranking in these categories or have additional information 
please indicate this in the comments section provided below. 

 

 
TSR ­ WDNR Internal Ranking

Fish & aquatic life and 
habitat

Recreational Uses Public Health & Welfare

TMDL Development Guidance 6 6 6

Implementation of Approved TMDLs 6 6 6

Immediate Health Issue/Emergency Urgent Impacts to wildlife/fisheries/habitat

TMDL Development Guidance 6 6

Implementation of Approved TMDLs 6 6

55

66

Comments 

55

66

Comments 

55

66
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Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) topics 
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Water Quality Criteria Revision topics 
 
Topics in this grouping are those for which WDNR already has existing water quality criteria, but an update to those 
criteria has been recommended. 

Please fill in information for ECOLOGICAL RELEVANCE and CRITICAL FACTORS categories to the best of your knowledge. Enter comments in 
the available area after each question if you need to clarify or add to your answers. 
 
If you feel that you or your staff cannot rank these topics feel free to move on to the next set of topics on the next page. 

1. ECOLOGICAL RELEVANCE 
How much of an impact will addressing each topic have on the categories below?

 
TSR ­ WDNR Internal Ranking

Fish & aquatic life and 
habitat

Recreational Uses Public Health & Welfare

Ammonia 6 6 6

Acrolein 6 6 6

Arsenic (Human Health Use) 6 6 6

Cadmium 6 6 6

Chloride 6 6 6

Copper ­ Water Effects Ratio (WER)/Biotic Ligand Model 
(BLM)

6 6 6

Dissolved Oxygen 6 6 6

Endrin Chronic 6 6 6

Phenol 6 6 6

Selenium 6 6 6

Water Quality Criteria Frequency and Duration 
Requirements Development

6 6 6

Comments 

55

66

berana
Text Box
Answer Options:
High
Medium
Low
None
Not Applicable 
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2. CRITICAL FACTORS 
While many topics may be ecologically relevant, some may be more time sensitive than 
others. For each topic, indicate whether the topic is an urgent or immediate need. 
 

3. EXTERNAL INFLUENCES categories, FEASIBILITY categories, and TIME FRAME were 
pre­populated by staff familiar with the topics. Rankings given are shown in the chart 
below. If you disagree with a ranking in these categories or have additional information 
please indicate this in the comments section provided below. 

 

Immediate Health Issue/Emergency Urgent Impacts to wildlife/fisheries/habitat

Ammonia 6 6

Acrolein 6 6

Arsenic (Human Health Use) 6 6

Cadmium 6 6

Chloride 6 6

Copper ­ Water Effects Ratio (WER)/Biotic Ligand Model 
(BLM)

6 6

Dissolved Oxygen 6 6

Endrin Chronic 6 6

Phenol 6 6

Selenium 6 6

Water Quality Criteria Frequency and Duration 
Requirements Development

6 6

55

66

Comments 

55

66
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No
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Water Quality Criteria Revision topics 
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Water Quality Criteria Development topics 
 
Topics in this grouping are those for which WDNR does NOT have existing criteria, and would require development of a 
NEW water quality criteria. 

Please fill in information for ECOLOGICAL RELEVANCE and CRITICAL FACTORS categories to the best of your knowledge. Enter comments in 
the available area after each question if you need to clarify or add to your answers. 
 
If you feel that you or your staff cannot rank these topics feel free to move on to the next set of topics on the next page. 

1. ECOLOGICAL RELEVANCE 
How much of an impact will addressing each topic have on the categories below?

 
TSR ­ WDNR Internal Ranking

Fish & aquatic life and 
habitat

Recreational Uses Public Health & Welfare

Carbaryl 6 6 6

Floristic Quality Assessment Numeric Benchmarks for 
Wetlands

6 6 6

Nitrogen 6 6 6

Pesticides 6 6 6

Sulfate 6 6 6

Total Suspended Solids (TSS) or Suspended Sediment 6 6 6

Unregulated pollutants (eg/flammables, endocrine 
disruptors)

6 6 6

Comments 

55

66

berana
Text Box
Answer Options:
High
Medium
Low
None
Not Applicable 
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2. CRITICAL FACTORS 
While many topics may be ecologically relevant, some may be more time sensitive than 
others. For each topic, indicate whether the topic is an urgent or immediate need. 
 

3. EXTERNAL INFLUENCES categories, FEASIBILITY categories, and TIME FRAME were 
pre­populated by staff familiar with the topics. Rankings given are shown in the chart 
below. If you disagree with a ranking in these categories or have additional information 
please indicate this in the comments section provided below. 

 

Immediate Health Issue/Emergency Urgent Impacts to wildlife/fisheries/habitat

Carbaryl 6 6

Floristic Quality Assessment Numeric Benchmarks for 
Wetlands

6 6

Nitrogen 6 6

Pesticides 6 6

Sulfate 6 6

Total Suspended Solids (TSS) or Suspended Sediment 6 6

Unregulated pollutants (eg/flammables, endocrine 
disruptors)

6 6

55

66

Comments 

55

66

berana
Text Box
Answer Options:
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No
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General Topic Selection 

Once you have completed your detailed rankings on the previous pages, please complete the following overall ranking. Please base your 
selections on your best professional judgment and your perception of the highest priority needs. 

1. Please select the top 5 topics you feel should be WDNR priorities in the next three years.

 
TSR ­ WDNR Internal Ranking

First Priority
Second 
Priority

Third 
Priority

Fourth 
Priority

Fifth 
Priority

Cyanobacterial Toxin and Cell Density Water Quality Criteria and/or Guidance nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Nearshore Great Lakes Area Algae Standard, Including Cladophora nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Public Health Designated Uses and Water Quality Criteria Revision nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Wild Rice Designated Use Development nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Antidegradation Procedures Revision nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Industrial Stormwater Performance Standards Development nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Watershed Permitting Development & Implementation Guidance nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

TMDL Development Guidance nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Implementation of Approved TMDLs nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Ammonia Water Quality Criteria nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Acrolein Water Quality Criteria nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Arsenic (Human Health Use) Water Quality Criteria nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Cadmium Water Quality Criteria nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Chloride Water Quality Criteria nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Copper ­ Water Effects Ratio (WER)/Biotic Ligand Model (BLM) nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Dissolved Oxygen Water Quality Criteria nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Endrin Chronic Water Quality Criteria nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Phenol Water Quality Criteria nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Selenium Water Quality Criteria nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Water Quality Criteria Frequency and Duration Requirements Development nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Carbaryl Water Quality Criteria nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Floristic Quality Assessment ­ Numeric Benchmarks for Wetlands nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Nitrogen Water Quality Criteria nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Pesticides Water Quality Criteria nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Sulfate Water Quality Criteria nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Total Suspended Solids (TSS) or Suspended Sediment Water Quality Criteria nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Unregulated pollutants (eg/flammables, endocrine disruptors) Water Quality Criteria nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Comments (In your comments, please indicate which of the above topics you are commenting on) 

55
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Survey Page 9 of 9 

 

66
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1. Would you be willing to provide feedback on your experience with this Triennial 
Standards Review internal ranking process?

Survey Review Page 1 of 2 

 
TSR ­ WDNR Internal Ranking

*

 

Yes
 

nmlkj

No
 

nmlkj
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1. Usability

Survey Review Page 2 of 2 ­­ END 

 
TSR ­ WDNR Internal Ranking

Yes Somewhat No Neutral
Not 

Applicable

Was this Survey Monkey format easier to use than the spreadsheets 
provided in earlier reviews?

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Did grouping the topics help you rank them more easily? nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Did pre­populating some of the ranking fields make this process easier? nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Is pre­populating some of the ranking fields with the option of your input 
a good way to rank External Influences, Feasibility, and Time Frame?

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Did you like the option of choosing your top 5 topics? nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Comments 

55

66




